Preaching/Teaching Helps, March 2-23
Lent 4, March 2: John 9:1-41

John speaks of Jesus performing seven signs:

* 2:1-11, the wedding at Cana; Jesus turns (purification) water into wine;
* 4:46-54, Jesus heals a royal officialOs son Ofrom afar offO;

* ch. 5, Jesus heals a crippled man at the Pool of Bethesda,;

* ch. 6, two signs: multiplication of the loaves, walking on the water;

* ch. 9, Jesus heals a blind man;

* ch.11, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Prior to Jesus@inistry asdescribedn the Gospelsthe only referenceto the curing of a blind personis
recordedin the apocryphalbook of Tobit; see7:7,11:7-13;14:1,2.However, Tobit was not born blind.

Thereare sevenscenesdn the healingnarrativein Johnch.9.

(1) 9:1-7: TheseversesdescribeJesushealinga blind manon a Sabbathat the pool at Siloam. When
Jesusandthe disciplesfirst seethe man,the disciplessuggesthat his blindnessis a resulteitherof his
own sin or that of his parents. Jesugejectsboth ideasand saysthe conditionexistsso that God might
be glorifiedbandHe thenhealsthe man. In usingspittle, kneadingclay, andhealing,Jesusbroke Sabbath
rulesdefinedwithin Jewishtraditions. What follows in John9:8D41is a discourseon judgment.

(2) 9:8-12: The manreturnsto his communityandis questionedaboutwhat hastakenplace. He tells
his neighborsthat Otheman called Jesus®@ealedhim.

(3) 9:13-17: Next, the manis questedby the Phariseesvho insistthat Jesusmustbe a sinner, for if He
healson the SabbathHe is not from God. However,the manrespondsy referringto Jesusasa
prophet.

(4) 9:18-23: The Phariseeshen questionthe manOgparents. Becausehey fear that they will be
excommunicatedrom the synagoguef they getinvolved in a debatewith the Phariseesthey tell them
to talk to their son.

(5) 9:24-34: A lengthy debatebetweenthe manandthe Phariseedollows. Whenthe man (sarcastically)
asksthe Phariseess they too wantto believein Jesusthey explodein angerandexcommunicatéhe
man,v. 34. (Rejection/excommunicatiofiom the synagoguef Jewswho confessedlesusas Messiah
seemgo havebegunca. A.D. 85 whenthe curseagainstthe minim (or heretics)wasintroducedinto the
JewishEighteenBenedictions.)

(6) 9:35-39: Jesughenmeetswith the man,andrefersto Himself asthe Son of Man. The manthen
addressesesusasLord, andworships Him. His eyeshavebeenopened.

(7) 9:40,41: The PhariseeshenapproachlesusandaskHim if He considerghemto be blind. Jesus
respondghat becauseahey refuseto seeJesudor whatHe truly is, their Osinremains.OThey are
spiritually blind!

Jesus@ctionsdeclareljim to bethe Light of theworld. He is alsothe Judgeof thosewho encounteHis
light. The Phariseesfroblemis thatthey call evil good,andgoodevil. Their concernis ritual, not
humanneed. They slanderand condemnboth Jesusandthe one Jesusheals. However,the oneswho are
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judgedandfound wantingarethe Phariseeshemselves.Judgmenis exercisedon the Phariseesnot by
the Pharisees.Thosewho think they canseeare declaredto be blind.

It is importantto notethe titles usedby the manJesushealedof his physicalblindnessashis spiritual
sightgrows. First, OthemancalledJesus,©:11. SecondOHeis a prophet09:17. Third, Q.ord, |
believe,(®:38 (after which he worshipsJesus). Theirony is thatonewho is blind is empoweredo see
(the truth aboutJesus®ersonand ministry), while thosewho believethat they canseearein reality
blind (to GodOsruth and Jesus@entity). The Phariseesvere not willing to acceptthe testimonyof
others!

The narrativecontrastdight (Jesus)with darkness/blindnegdewishleaders). Although the latter judge
Jesustheythemselvesrejudgedby the Light of the World.

The questionfor ustodayis: Canwe truly seethe Oreallesus@ho calls us not merelyto believebut also
to follow? (Note Luke 18:35-43,in particularv. 43.)

Lent 5, March 9: John 11:1-45

The strawthat breaksthe camelObackin Matthew, Mark, and Luke is Jesus@ttackon the Temple
system,e.g.,Mark 11:15D18.In John,it is the raising of Lazarusat Bethany(The Houseof the Poor)
on the Mount of Olives. Outsidethe Passioraccount,this incidentis the longestreportedin John. It
leadsdirectly to the decisionof the Sanhedrirto kill Jesus.JesugOgiftof lifeOto Lazarusleadsto His
own death.

In JohnO&ospel,chs. 1-11 constitutea trial narrativethat reachest climax in what takesplaceafter
JesugaisesLazarus,11:45-53. Hence,in the passionnarrativethat follows Jesuss tried by the Romans.
The Jewishreligiousleadershavealreadymadeup their mindsaboutHim, andhavevotedto kill Him.
Ironically, althoughJohnOgarrativerefersto Jesuseingtried by the Jewishand Romanleadersijt is
really Jesuswho is trying them: OWhodo you think | am? Wheredo you think | am from? Whatdo
you think that| havedone?OAnd Jesuscontinuesto addresghesequestiongo us today!

The story of the raisingof Lazarusis not includedin the SynopticGospels;however,note Mark 5:21-
24, 35-43and Luke 7:11-19. Thereare parallelsbetweenJohnl1l and Luke 16:19-31;in the latter
parable/narrativea mancalled Lazarusdiesandis thenaskedby a rich manto returnto the world to
convincehis relativesof their needfor faith andrepentance.In JohnOsarrative, Lazarusreturnsto life
in this worldNand somebelieveandsomedo not.

The Phariseegxpectedhe resurrectionof the body to take placeat the end of the agewhenthe
Messiahcame,lsaiah25:8; Daniel 12:2. In raisingLazarusfrom the dead,Jesusdeclareghatthe
MessianicAge hasbrokeninN with Him. The resurrectionis a presentfact andreality. Furthermore,

the future Final Judgmenhasmovedinto the present To encounterJesuss to be judgedby Him. JesusO
judgmentis the Last JudgmentNanongoingandtimelessjudgment,3:19. Although Jesusis seemingly

on trial throughoutHis lifetime on earth,as soonasHe appearshumanityis ontrial. The fate of each
persondependson his or her answerandliving responseo the question,ODoyou believethat Jesuss

the Messiah the Sonof God?(0:31.

Lent 6 (Palm Sunday), March 16: Matthew 26:14-27:66

1. Jesuscelebrateshe PassoveMeal with His disciples,andsharedHis new Holy Supperwith them,
26:14-29. During the courseof the meal, Jesusnamesludasasthe onewho will betrayHim,
26:25. He alsotells the disciplesthat, althoughsufferingand deathawait Him, His messagand
ministry in relationto the Kingdom of Godwill be vindicatedin the Resurrection.He will then
sharea new tablefellowship with themat the Banquetof the Kingdom, 26:29.
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10.

11.

12.

Jesusandthe disciplesgo to the Gardenof Gethsemanen the Mount of Olives, 26:30. Jesus
tells the disciplesthat they will all soondesertHim andPeterwill denyHim threetimes, 26:31-
35. (The third watchborend of a three-hourtime-blockbofthe night was called Ocockcrow.O)

Jesusengagesn ferventprayer,seekingHis FatherObelp to copewith the agonythatis now
only a matterof hoursaway, 26:36-46. While Jesusprays,the disciplessleep!

Judadeadsa largecrowd,armedwith swordsandclubs,to whereJesuss praying. Matthewmakes
no mentionof Romansoldiersbeingamongthosewho go to the Gardenof Gethsemano
captureJesus26:47. (Passovewould havebeena difficult time to find andarrestJesus;
Jerusalenwascrowded. Judassolvedthe problemfor thoseseekinglesus@hereabouts.)

The entire Sanhedrinwith Caiaphaspresiding,participatesin the first trial at night, 26:57-68.
Among otherthings, Jesus©@pponentsaccuseHim of blasphemy26:65bthgunishmentor
which was deathby stoning,Leviticus 24:10-16.

Note: Accordingto the Mishnah producedin written form aboutA.D. 200, to be guilty of
blasphemyone hadto pronounceOtheNameitself,OYahweh. It is significantthatin 26:64,
Jesusdoesnot use Yahweh put a surrogateOthePower.OAlso accordingto the Mishnah,the
trial narrativecontainselementscontraryto the Jewishcodeof Law: trial on a feastday, a night
sessionof the court, pronouncemendf a verdict of condemnatiorat the samesessiomat which
testimonywasreceived. However,it is debatablevhethertheselaws werein force at the time of
Jesus®@ialNand if theywere, it is possiblethatthe Jewishleaderswereso angrywith Jesughat
they were preparedo ignorethem. They wantedJesusdeadbaany costandassoonaspossible.

Peter,who is presentn the courtyardof the building in which the trial is beingconducteddenies
JesughreetimesNand thenweepsbitterly, 26:69-75.

Judasrepentsof his actions,returnsthe moneyto the chief priestsand elders,and hangshimself.
The moneyhe returnsis usedto buy a potterO§ield, 27:3D10.

After beingtried by the Jewishleaders Jesuds tried by Pilate,the Romanprocurator;only Pilate
could authorizean execution,27:1,2,11-26. Pilate offers the Jewishleadersa choice:free
Barabbagmeaning,Osorof the fatherOpr Jesus(the true Son of the Father). Although PilateOs
wife (a Gentilewoman)tells him to havenothingto do with Othainnocentman,Cand although
he washesis handsbeforeJesus@ccusershe neverthelesfiandsJesusoverfor crucifixion.
(Accordingto Deuteronomy21:1-8,whendealingwith a murderwhenthe killer is unknown,the
eldersof the city nearesto wherethe body is found mustwashtheir handsanddeclare,OOur
handsdid not shedthis blood.O)

Romansoldiersmock andabuselesus?27:27-31. (Although Jesusanswersackto Satanduring
His temptation,He doesnot do so to the Romansoldierswho abuseHim.) Among otherthings,
the soldiersplacea crown of thornson Jesus@ead,andplacea mock scepterin His hand,27:29.
(The term Ocohort@n 27:27 usually denotes600 soldiers.) They thenlead Jesugo the place
whereHe is to be crucified, 27:26-31. Along the way, they compelSimonof Cyreneto carry
Jesus@rossNmostlikely, the crossbaronly, 27:32. After placingJesuson His cross,they offer
Jesusa drink designedo makeit easierfor Him to endurethe painNbut He refusesit, 26:33,34.
In keepingwith whatwasusuallydonewhenexecutinga political rebel, the soldiersdivide JesusO
clothingamongthemselvesJesuss crucified naked. The soldiersput a sign aboveJesus®ead,
OThisis Jesusof Nazareththe King of the JewsQv. 37), andkeepwatch,v. 36. Ironically, a
sign meantto mock Jesusdeclareghe truth aboutHim.
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13.  While Jesusds on the cross,He is mockedby the two bandits(mostlikely Zealots)who are
crucified with him, by thosewho surroundthe cross,andby the chief priests,scribes,andelders,
27:38-44. However,whenthe centurionsand his associateseewhat s taking placebincluding
an earthquakebthegreterrified and say, OTruly,this manwas GodOS$on!((27:54). Indeed,if
God cannotget a true confessiorfrom the lips of His own people,He will getit from the lips of
Gentiles!

14.  Asalsoin Mark andLuke, darknessoversthe land at midday; threehourslater Jesusbreathes
His last, 27:45-50. Like Mark, Matthewquotesonly one Word from the Cross,OEli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?027:46.(SeePsalm22.) Accordingto Matthew27:50 (asalsoin John19:30),
Jesudinally givesup His spirit anddies. Severalwomenobservewhatis taking place,27:55,56.

15.  After Jesusdeath,the earthshakesyocks split open,tombsare openedandthosein the tombs
appearto manyin Jerusalenafter Jesu®resurrection 27:51D53. Theseeventsreflect Ezekiel
37:1P14and declarethat, throughJesus@inistry, passionand resurrectionthe long-awaited
Kingdom of God hasbrokeninto history.

The Jewishleaderdookedforward to the comingof a Messiahwho would defeatthe Romans.
They now look up at a OMessiah@ho hasbeendefeatedoy the Romans. How wrong they are!
The Messiahhasconqueredhe real enemyNSatanandthe kingdom and power of the demonic!
The ageof deathis over! The true MessianicAge hasbegun!

16.  Joseplof Arimathea(a town 5 miles or 8 km. north of Jerusalem)alsoa disciple of Jesus,
obtainsPilateOpermissionto take Jesus®ody down from the cross,wrapsthe bodyin a clean
linen cloth, placesit into his own new tomb (hewnout of rock), rolls a stoneacrossthe entrance
of thetomb, andgoesaway, 27:57-60. Mary Magdaleneand Otheother MaryOobservewhat
Josephof Arimatheadoesbandvherehe doesit, 27:61. They know the location of thetombin
which Jesus is buried!

17. The next day, the Chief Priestsand Pharis~ee$eekPiIateO;;ermissionto haveJesus@mb
sealedandguarded. The burial in JosephQemb, andthe presencef Jewish(and possiblysome
Roman)guards,setthe scenefor the explosiveeventsthat follow on EasterSundaymorning,
27:62D66.

Maundy Thursday, March 20: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

(Matthew,Mark, and Lukerefer to the mealin the Upper Roomon MaundyThursdayas a Passover
Meal; accordingto JohnOs§ospel,Passovelbeganon the Friday eveningfollowing Jesus@rucifixion.)

Someseelesus@lory andbelieve. In chs.13D17 Johnconcernshimself with thesepeopleandtheir
relationshipto Jesus. The point of transitionis 13:1D20which presentsa highly dramaticpicture of
Jesusin the UpperRoomwashingthe disciples@eet. (No Jewwould everwashanotherpersonOkeet.
Only Gentileslaveswashedfeet.) The foot-washingeventis an enactedparablethatillustratesthe
meaningof Jesus@npendingdeath. The crosswashesus cleanbbuthereis more. Jesus@ctions
illustrate the natureof His kingship andthe relationshipthatis to existamongHis followers. They
belongto a communityin which they are calledto forgive and serveone another. Their love for, and
serviceof, eachotheris the badgethat revealstheir identity to the world, 13:34,35. Although Leviticus
19:18 commandedhe Jewishpeopleto love their neighborasthey love themselvesJesuscommands
the disciplesto love one anotheras He haslovedthem 13:15. A higherstandardndeed!

Jesuspredictsthat oneof the discipleswill betrayHim, dips a pieceof breadinto a dish, andgivesit to
Judas. (To dip breadinto somethingand passit to anotheris a sign of specialfriendship.) Judasthe
unfaithful disciple,thendepartsto betrayHis Lord. Although Jesugportrayslove, Judashetrayslove.
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The faithful arenow alonewith Jesus.

Good Friday, March 21: John 18:1-19:42

THE TRIAL BEFORE ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS

1.

Thetermhour rings in the backgroundof JohnO&ospellike a muffled bell, 2:4; 7:30; 8:20;
12:23;12:27;13:1;17:1. 1t tolls seventimesin anticipationof Jesus©@oming hour of glory.
Jesusalsorefersto His glory, or to His beingglorified, seventimes, 2:11; 8:49-59;12:16-23;
12:28;13:31-32;17:1-5;17:20-24. ThroughoutHis life, Jesusmanifestsa glory contraryto
humanunderstandingf the word, for He assumeshe form of a Servantevento the point of
giving awaylife on a crossbHidinesthour, 17:1.

In John10:11,Jesussays,OThegooquhepherdays down his life for the sheep.OJohnOpassion
history reflectsthat thought. Jesus@eathis not the resultof cruel fate, or of plansthat go
awry. Frombeginningto end,Jesudakestheinitiative. Jesuds the masterof His passionat
everyturn. He virtually calls downdeathon Himself. He is doing the work His FathersentHim
to do, 17:4;19:28D30. It happensbecausdt musthappen,12:38;13:18;19:24,28,36,37.
Noneof it takesJesuddy surprise. JohnindicatesJesus@reknowledgeof whatwasto overtake
Him with, OJesusknowing all thatwasto happerto Him . . .,018:4. Jesusgoesto the cross
voluntarily.

The Jewishtrial (18:12D14,19D243 virtually over by the time it begins. No mentionis made
of formal charges. No witnessesare summoned.No chargeof blasphemyis leveledagainst
Jesus.Jesuds questionednly aboutHis disciplesandHis teaching. He is not mistreated. His
judgeslevel no accusationshut attackHim with violent gestures18:22. Jesugemainscalm and
dignified throughout. Johndevotessevenversesto describingPeterOdenials,18:15D18,25D27.

It is only during the trial before Pilate (18:28D19:16)hat the Jewishleaderslevel chargesOlf
this manwere not a criminal, we would not havehandedhim overto you,018:30. Eventhen,
they do not seeka trial ; they seekJesus@eath Theyhavemadeup their mindsaboutJesudong
beforethey captureHim and handHim over to Pilate,5:18; 7:1,25,30,448:20,59;10:31,39;
11:53.

Prior to the trial beforePilate,Johnmentionsthe following withesseswvho testify for Jesus:

Johnthe Baptist, 1:6034,3:28; 5:32D34
JesusHimself, 3:11,32,33;8:13D18;18:37
Jesus@orks or signs,5:36;10:25

The Samaritanwoman, 4:39

God the Father,5:37; 8:18

The Scriptures,5:39

The manborn blind, 9:1-41

A crowd of people,12:17

The Holy Spirit, 15:26.

The disciples,15:27.

The evangelist,19:35; 21:24.

* 0% X X X X X X X X X

THE TRIAL BEFORE PILATE

In this final confrontation,Pilate representshe non-Jewishworld. Although Pilate is supposedlytrying
Jesusit is really Pilatewho is on trial. The emphasighroughoutthe dialoguesbetweenlesusandPilate
is Jesus®ingship. Jesudnforms PilatethatHis own peoplerejectedHim becausdde wasthe wrong kind

-5-



of King for them, 18:35,36. Pilate makesone last commentagainstthe Jewishleaderswith the
superscriptiorhe attachedo the cross,19:19. This superscriptiomtteststo the world that Jesuss
indeedKing! The Jewishleaderghusfinally sufferdefeat.

1.

Johnlists sevenscenesn which Pilate movesin and out of the PraetoriumNfrom Jesuso the
Jewishleadersandbackagain.

Scene 1: Pilateis outsidewith the Jewishleaderswho demandJesus@eath,18:28D32.
Althoughthey will not enterPilateOguarters(a Gentile location)lest possiblythey be
contaminatedyy breadwith leavenin it (they are preparingto observePassover)they ask
Pilateto kill Jesus. They seekanexecutionnotatrial.

Scene 2: Pilateis insidewith Jesusand discusse®kingship@ith Him, 18:33D38a.When
Pilate asksJesuswvhy the Jewishleadersare so angrywith Him, Jesugespondghat He turnedout
to bethewrongkind of King. Heis, afterall, a Servant-Kingwho washedeetNthe King of
Truth. This puzzlesPilate.

Scene 3: Pilateis outsidewith the JewishleadersbwheohooseBarabbagatherthanJesusasthe
oneto be freed, 18:38bD40.Pilate declareshat he canfind no crimein Jesus18:38b;he
repeatshisin 19:4 and 19:6.

Scene 4: Pilateis insidewith Jesuswhenthe latteris scourged19:1D3. Although the
treatmentgiven Jesuds designedo mock Him, it neverthelessleclaresvho He is: TheKing of
the Jews!

Scene 5: Pilateis outsidewith the Jewishleadersand presentslesugo them,19:4D8. They
rejectJesuspasingtheir positionon an appealto their sacredwritings, 19:7. When Pilate hears
themsaythat Jesusclaimedto be the Sonof God, he becomesnore afraid thanever. Naturally
Pilate,a Roman,wasreadyto believethatgodscould showup in humanform.

Scene 6: Pilateis insidewith JesusandasksHim whereHe is from. WhenJesugefusesto
answerPilate, the latter discusse©power@ith Him, 19:9911. JesugemindsPilatethat, in the
final analysis,Pilateis free to do only what Jesuspermitshim to do.

Scene 7: Pilateis outsidewith the Jewishleadersjriesto haveJesugeleasedbut finally hands
Jesusover to them,19:12P16a.Pilateyields to the Jewishleaderswhenthey threatento have
him thrown out of the exclusiveclub known as OFrieNndS)f the Emperor.OBecausePilateis an
imperial procuratorNoneappointedby the EmperorNhe belongsto that club and doesnot want
to lose his membershign it andthe privilegesthat comewith it.

Pilate handsJesusover for crucifixion at middayon the Day of Preparatiorfor Passover
(19:14)Nat that very hour when peoplebeganto handover their lambsfor ritual slaughterin
preparatiorfor the Passovemeal. Hence,Jesuss declaredto be the final, one-for-all,once-
for-all Passovet.ambwho takesawaythe sin of the world. The Jewishleadersremainadamant
in their rejectionof Jesusandironically declarethat Caesaris their king.

PilateOpathetic,frenziedrunningto andfro expresseshe turmoil in a personOsoul whenfaced
with the innocentKing and his havingto makeup his mind aboutJesus@lentity and ministry.
Ironically, it is Pilate,this paganRomanruler, who declareghat Jesuss King of the Jewsand
insiststhat He be calledthat right to the bitter end, 19:19D22. At the sametime, when Pilate
presentslesugo the JewishleadersasKing, they respondwith, OWehaveno king but the
emperor,9:15. WhatironyNthe Jewishleadersostensiblydespisedhe Romanemperor!
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Onedetail referredto in scene 7 (above)calls for specialcomment. Accordingto the Synoptic
GospelsJesuscelebratesa Passovemealwith His disciplesin the UpperRoom (Mark 14:12and
parallels). Accordingto them, Jesuss crucified on Passoveday itself, for the Jewishday began
andendedat sunset. However,in JohnO&ospel, Jesustast mealwith His disciplesin the Upper
Roomtakesplaceon the day of Preparationfor the Passoverl13:1; 18:28;19:14,31,42. Both
versionsagreethat the eventsof the Upper Roomtook placeon a Thursdaynight, the
crucifixion on a Friday, andthe resurrectioron the following Sunday. The differencelies in
Passoverasopposedo Preparationfor the Passover. Furthermore Mark reportsthat Jesuswas
crucified at 9:00 a.m, 15:25. John19:14 saysHe washandedover for crucifixion at midday

Regardles®f which timetableis historically c‘orrect,JohnOemphasisis theological. In JohnOs
openingchapter Jesuss twice referredto asOthd_amb of God,O1:29,36. Lambsusedin the
annualPassovemealswere handedoverin the Templebeginningat midday on the Day of
Preparatiorto be ritually slaughteredy the Temple priestsin preparationfor the Passover
mealthatevening. Johnwishesto presentJesusasthe perfect,final, universalPassovet.amb
who died for the sinsof theworld. It is with goodreasonthat Jesus@gswerenot broken,
19:33. No bonesin a Passovetamb wereto be brokenin the preparatiorprocessExodus
12:46. In John,chronologyservestheology.

CRUCIFIXION—CORONATION

1.

JohnOdescriptionof Jesus(@urneyfrom Pilateto Calvaryis dignified. It is His coronation
procession.Jesuds on His way to His enthronementNandhe crossis His throne. Jesuswill be
lifted onto a throneof rough, splintered,blood-stainedvood as otherroyal figures might be
lifted on to their more regalthrones. Anything that might detractfrom the dignity of the
journey andthe coronationitself is omitted. Thereis no referenceto Simonof Cyrene;Jesus
carriesHis own cross. Thereis no mockeryon the way to Calvaryor at Calvary,no
commiseratiorfor the weepingwomenof Jerusalemno darknessno portents,andno confes-
sion of faith by a Romancenturion. All attentionis directedto JesusasKing andto His strange
thronebacross!

PilateOsuperscriptionOTheKing of the Jews, (s attachedo the crossto bearwitnessto JesusO
authority. The Jewsobjectto its presencebut it remains,19:22. As in the SynopticGospels,
Jesuss crucified betweentwo menbmoslikely political rebelsbeingexecuted.JesusO
executionerglivide His garmentsamongthemselves.Womenobservethe entire event;they are
not seenas prospectivecombatants. Perhapghe apparentlyyoung Johncan standbeneaththe
crossbecauséneis not seenasa threat.

Jesus@ctionson the crossare regaland consistenwith His behaviorduring His arrestandtrial.
From beginningto end, Jesugakesthe initiative in all that happens.He is like the directorof a
play who also performsthe role of the main character. He uttersno cry of dereliction,of
abandonment.He remainsfully consciousandin control of Himself throughout. He entrusts
His motherto the careof the youthful John,19:25b-27. He says,Olam thirsty,019:28,29. His
final cry proclaimsvictory, Oltis finished,(19:30. Jesus®xecutionersio not kill Him; He bows
His headand givesup His spirit, 19:30b.

The body of a political rebelwasusuallydenieddecentburial; it wasleft hangingon the cross
until it rotted,or waseatenby birdsanddogs. But Jesus®urial hasroyal features. His body is
anointedwith aroyal quantity of spices(19:39)suppliedby Nicodemusa Jewishleaderanda
memberof the Sanhedrin3:1. He is buriedin a newtomb (19:41,42)suppliedby Josephof
Arimathea;kings werealwaysburiedin a newtomb! Both NicodemusandJoseptof Arimathea
treatJesusasa family memberby assumingcarefor His body. Furthermoretheyrender
themselvesitually uncleanandunableto observePassoverand opento suspicionandpossible
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Easter

1.

chargedor helpingOneseento be arebel.
Five mainthreadsrun throughJohnOpassiomarrative. JesusshowsHimself to be:

The perfectPassovet.amb dying for the sins of the world.

The Good Shepherdreely offering His life for His own.

The Sonwho carriesout the will of His Fatherto the point of giving away life itself.
The Judgeof the world andthe powersof darkness.

The MessianicKing enthronedn glory.

* X X X X

Sunday, March 23: Matthew 28:1-10 (or John 20:1-18)

The openingof Jesus@mb is associateavith an earthquakethoseguardingthe tomb are
terrified by this experience28:1D4. As an angelof the Lord spoketo Josephafter Mary
conceived(1:20-25),so too an angelof the Lord speaksto the womenwho go to the empty
tomb on EasterSundaymorning, 28:2-7.

The risenJesusmeetswomennearthe tomb, andthereis a mutualgreeting,28:9,10.

The problemof the emptytomb is reportedto the Jewishleaderswho in turn try to keepthe
matterquiet by resortingto bribery. They concocta falsestory insteadof believingin JesusO
triumph, 28:11D15. The tomb is certainlyempty! Accordingto thoseguardingthe tomb, JesusO
body hasbeenstolen;accordingto JesusOrothersandsisters Jesushasrisenfrom the dead!

JesugmeetsHis disciples(referredto as Obrothersid 28:10)in Galilee. Although someworship
Him, othershavedoubtsaboutHim, 28:16,17.

Jesugpointsto His kingly authorityandsendsHis disciplesforth to draw peoplefrom all nations
into His community. His disciplesareto teachall nationsandto baptizethemin the nameof
the Father,the Son,andthe Holy Spirit. They areto teachHis new followers to observe(not
just Obelieve&yll that He hascommandedhem, 28:16920.

In MatthewOS§irst narrative, Jesuss referredto asEmmanuelGod with us, 1:23. In MatthewOs
closing narrative, Jesusassuredis disciplesthat He will be with themto the closeof the age,
28:20.
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